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THANK YOU FOR COMING.
The San Francisco Fleet Week Association (SFFWA) is proud to present our fifth 

annual “Veterans Art Exhibit” during Fleet Week 2017. San Francisco Fleet Week is a 

time when we pay tribute to our women and men in uniform, and also focus on ways 

to improve the way we provide humanitarian assistance and educate ourselves about 

disaster preparedness.

San Francisco Fleet Week has earned the reputation of  producing the largest Fleet  

Week in the United States. And as Fleet Week has grown, so has its mission. Since 2010, 

with the establishment of  its Center for Humanitarian Assistance, Fleet Week has helped 

bring together leaders of  federal, state and local government disaster response agencies, 

first responders, foreign dignitaries, non-governmental organizations and private sector 

companies with Department of  Defense services to improve the nation’s ability to respond 

to catastrophic disasters. As a precursor to San Francisco Fleet Week, more than 150 

officials from federal, state and local governments and the military take part in an interactive 

exercise focused on military support in response to a catastrophic event. 

The Veterans Art Exhibit at the Academy of  Art University in the Cannery Galleries fea-

tures original works by US Military Service members from World War II to the present. 

The San Francisco Fleet Week Association with the support of  Academy of  Art University 

presents this special exhibit for the month of  October. 

All of us with the SFFWA thank you for your support and participation in this year’s exhibit. 

For more information and to get involved in San Francisco Fleet Week:

FleetWeekSF.org  |  FB:San Francisco Fleet Week  |  @FleetWeekSF  |  #FleetWeekSF

WELCOME
from the San Francisco Fleet Week Association
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JAMES ABERNETHY
My name is James Abernethy of  the Veterans Commons 

(Residential Community). I was a cook in the Army Reserves for 

6 years and since enjoy San Franciscan thematic callings to the 

arts inbetween the rush and craze of  city housing co-ops and 

meditating with the chiefs over the diversified often perceived 

disparate lifestyles of  most everyone entertaining the crunch.

JOE ARCHEY
Joe Archey is a visual artist living in Altoona, PA. He served a 

tour in Iraq as an Infantryman in the U.S. Army. He graduated 

with a BA in Visual Art Studies from Pennsylvania State University 

and received his Master’s degree in Visual Development at the 

Academy of  Art University in San Francisco, CA. Joe creates 

conceptual illustrations and narrative based art in both digital 

and traditional mediums. His work has been shown at the 

Veterans Exhibition, Cannery Gallery in San Francisco and the 

Southern Alleghenies Museum of  Art in Altoona, PA.

LUKE ARCHEY, U.S. ARMY
I am an active duty infantry soldier in Delta company 1-87 

battalion, at Fort Drum, NY. I’m married to my beautiful wife, 

Zana, and have a newborn son named Henry. My future plans 

are to attend art school, and to pursue a career as an Illustrator.

ROB ARCHEY
Rob Archey served in the U.S. Navy and has had a career in law 

enforcement. Rob is currently serving as a pastor. He is an artist, 

filmmaker, and Wild West Entertainer. He worked as a featured 

performer at Rawhide Western Town, in Chandler, Arizona.

Rob has published two graphic novels. His comics and art have 

been shown and sold at the Steel City Con, Monroeville, PA, Scifi 

Valley Con, Altoona, PA, Amazon, and other online distributors.

RACHELLE ARTHUR
Rachelle Arthur is best known for her vintage inspired black and 

white photography. She combines her love for vintage fashion 

and story telling to create her unique style. After serving 9 years 

in the US Navy, Rachelle is pursing her life long passion of  

photography and is studying full time at the prestigious Academy 

of  Art University in San Francisco, CA. “I am a hopeless romantic 

with the heart of  a sailor. My inspiration comes from the sea and 

from the human experience that is inescapable. I believe in hard 

work…so far so good.” 

HELBERT ASPRILLA
Artist Helbert Asprilla (39), born in Bogota, Colombia and raised 

in Queens NYC, enlisted in the United States Marine Corps 1998-

2004. He served two combat tours (Kosovo 1999 and Iraq 2003-

2004) as an Assault man. He currently resides in Miami, FL and 

works with the veterans community as an outreach coordinator.

SALVATORE M. ATTINELLO
Salvatore M. Attinello grew up in New Jersey, serving in Vietnam 

1966-1969 aboard the USS Kitty Hawk CVA-63. He studied art 

at Cal State Hayward in the early 1970s and now lives in San 

Leandro, CA. He is married, with 2 children and 2 grandchildren.

CAPT DAMON BAILEY, USMC
My attraction to painting is heavily rooted in enjoying the 

challenge of  articulating abstract ideas and images. I find 

creative solutions to complex concepts of  growing up in America 

as rewarding when the content’s goal is in irony. Because much 

of  my time has been spent in hyper-masculine environments 

I feel an inherent desire to twist American stereotypes about 

“manliness” into backdrops of  interest. At the same time, I hope 

observers can draw their own experience or observations of  

culture when interpreting the work. That way I can establish a 

connection and personal relationship with the viewer.

My series’ focus has been depicting cage fights in American 

media. Characterized by a culture’s primal attraction to violence, 

I want to inject several layers of  grotesque sophistication into 

each scenario to generate a sort of  theatric mise en scene. 

By mixing high and low genres, I hope to elevate animalistic 

competition to a level of  polite intellectual discussion. This way, 

controversial matter becomes a legitimate concept of  interest 

beyond simple brutality. These ideas evolved out of  earlier work, 

in which I tried to stimulate the viewer with a psychological 

deconstruction of  hyper-masculine fraternity behavior, trying to 

redeem it of  labels as “lesser sophistication” in our culture. The 
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very notion of  attempting this in the form of  art forces viewers to 

question concepts and ideas that, until that moment, may very 

well have been forever dismissed from minds as underserving 

of  thought. Both bodies of  work combine my interest in popular 

culture and the high purposefulness of  painterly craft.

Damon Bailey graduated Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo with a 

BFA in Art and Design and concentration in Studio Art. Upon 

commissioning, he went on to serve in the United States Marine 

Corps as a Combat Engineer Captain with deployments to 

Afghanistan, El Salvador, and Honduras. His current focus is the 

writing and illustration of  adult children’s books, including Tales 

from Lane County. He considers his pivotal artistic influences to 

be Jenny Saville, Daniel Dove, Peter Howson, and (of  course) 

Maximilian Uriarte of  Terminal Lance fame.

RONALD (RON) BALDWIN
Ron is helpful and knowledgeable beyond expectations in just 

about any craft you can put a name to; the techniques and 

materials involved and add will add a bit of  coaching.

Born 1942 in Salt Lake, UT. Ron joined the Navy in 1961 as 

an Optical Instrument Repairman; he was stationed on the USS 

Jason in San Diego, then the USS AJAX in Sasebo, Japan for 

two years. He was honorably discharged at Treasure Island in 

1964. He has certifications in Electronics and Welding. He was a 

journeyman Painter, Cabinetmaker and Automotive Technician. 

His art crosses several mediums such as Lapidary, 

Electronics, Woodworking, Sketching, Writing, Leather and 

Ceramics.

“I like working with my hands – making art.”

STEWART BARBEE SOC
My interest in photography began in my early teens. Kern Valley 

High School had a professionally equipped photo lab and audio 

visual department that I made use of  operating and maintaining 

the schools film projectors. I studied photography my Junior year, 

was the school photographer and invited to run the photo lab for 

credit my Senior year, graduating in 1965 with photo awards.

I attended Bakersfield Junior College and majored in 

photography. Again, the facilities were completely professional. 

Our instructor was a very accredited staff  photographer for Life 

Magazine. We studied all aspects of  black & white and color 

photography, processing and printing techniques. In 1967 after 

three semesters, I wanted more than college offered.

In May of  1967, I volunteered for the U.S. Army with an 

expressed desire for photographic training. I was sworn into the 

reserves with active duty to begin after 90 days in order for there 

not to be a lag in time between basic training and photographic 

school and to start the military time clock. In the interim and 

with full disclosure regarding my enlistment, I took a position as 

a photo processor at a commercial photographic processing 

company, Berkey Photo Company in South San Francisco.

Reporting for active duty in August of  1967 I was inducted 

and completed basic training at Ft. Ord, CA., then assigned to 

the Signal Corps, Photographic School, Ft. Monmouth, NJ., for 

specific training in photographic laboratory processes. After 

graduation when assignments were received, I was instructed to 

wait for special orders to Technical Command. I was assigned to 

Camera Branch of  The Army Pictorial Center, New York City, the 

U.S. Army film production center. There I spent a little more than a 

year in apprenticeship to civilian ASC Motion Picture Cameramen 

of  the I.A.T.S.E. in multiple motion picture productions on location 

and in the studios. I was trained in all aspects of  the craft of  

cinematography and film production. My next and last assignment 

was to DASPO, Department of  the Army Special Photographic 

Office. This entity was an elite group of  cinematographers and 

still photographers hand picked from an office in the Pentagon to 

provide motion pictures, still and sound to the White House, and 

Department of  the Army. After three tours to Southeast Asia I was 

Honorably discharged in August of  1970.

After military service I settled in Marin County in Northern 

CA and began a career as an independent freelance 

cinematographer. Over the next thirty years I worked as 

Operating Cameraman, Cinematographer and Director of  

Photography on a multitude of  motion pictures, independent 

films, documentaries, commercials, children’s programming, 

sports, special effects, television series, industrial films, etc., 

finally retiring in April of  2000.

JAMIE ROESLER BARRETT
Jamie Roesler-Barrett is a California based artist who works 

primarily in abstract, multi-media canvas works and portraitures. 

She also illustrates in charcoal, print, water color, ink and pen. 

Her art is an expression of  mood, emotion and heart, that she 

hopes will evoke a personal response in each individual. Her 

accent and placement of  metal leafing brings light into in her 

abstract works that adds dimension from within the canvas 

and gives you a different experience each time you view them. 

Private commissions are available.

VETERAN ARTISTS
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FRANCO E. BATTISTELLA
I served in the US ARMY as an artillery crew member from 

2005-2009 (deployed to Iraq for 15 months in 2006-2008), I 

was honorably discharged then enlisted in the National Guard 

from 2009-2012. I recently graduated from AAU with a degree 

in Industrial Design. My hopes are to find employment soon, but 

in the meantime I have been developing personal projects. The 

dog in the image is my service animal Luna. 

ROSS BECHT
Born in California, Ross Becht grew up all over the United States, 

spending the majority of  his childhood around Buffalo, New York. 

At 18 he enlisted in the Marine Corps, continuing to sketch and 

finding inspiration at various bases and ports of  call around the 

world. At the end of  his active service in the Marine Corps, he was 

stationed in Southern California, he met his future wife. Married in 

2011, Ross and his wife have 2 sons, and have lived in Alameda 

since 2012. Ross took a 10+ year detour from art, working as 

a Paramedic in San Diego, but after enrolling in a watercolor 

class he found his inspiration again. His recent work has been 

dominated by attempting to capture the local flavor of  the island, 

“restoring” the buildings of  NAS Alameda in his watercolors, 

painting everyday scenes around the island, his muse “Clio,” 

and revisiting his time as a paramedic. See more of  his work on 

Facebook @rossbechtartist and follow on Instagram @rossbecht. 

Custom work is available upon request at rossbecht@gmail.com.

BOB BISCHOFF
Bob was born in San Jose in 1926. Fast forward eighteen years 

— he was drafted, trained at Camp Roberts and shipped to 

the Philippines, serving in the I & R Platoon of  the 108 Reg. 

Combat Team. When the war was over, Bob was shipped to 

Korea. I think it was to restrain North Korea, but they never really 

told me. Back in the world, he spent almost two years at San 

Jose State College, with a major in commercial art and a math 

minor. He went to the UC Berkeley School of  Architecture until 

his G.I. Bill ran out. During the approximately sixty years from 

then until now, while living life, Bob searched for his medium, 

exploring pencil, pen and ink, paint, sculpture, stained glass, 

and wood carving. He tried them all. About twenty-one years 

ago he discovered gourds at a craft fair. He draws, he carves, he 

colors. Bob spends fifty to eighty hours on each piece and every 

minute of  that is sheer pleasure. He has one unbreakable rule: “I 

am through for the day when I start thinking!”

EDWARD BLANKENSHIP
As an Airman 1961-1965, I worked 3 ½ years refueling B-52 & 

KC 135.

Born in Santa Barbara, CA March 6, 1941. After serving in 

the Air Force, I attended 2 years at Merced Jr. College taking 

automotive and electrical courses. I also took various auto and 

electrical classes at night over a 7 year period.

Self  employed most of  my adult life, I owned 1 Chevron and 

1 Exxon Station and an Auto Repair Shop for 30 years.

MONTI BLOODWORTH
Monti Bloodworth is a Fine Art Photographer based in San 

Francisco, California. Monti’s pursuit of  Fine Art images have 

driven him to create photographs that tell stories, ignite one’s 

imagination and curiosity. The visual drama of  his photographs is 

born of  the many moods of  his passion for fine arts. This passion 

shows throughout his work. Monti has an unmistakable artistic 

style. His success derives from often spending weeks preparing 

before immersing himself  in the projects he photographs. Monti 

is a full-time l photographer since 2010. He discovered his 

passion while serving in the Armed Forces.

MARTIN “MOOSE” BORJAS
Martin Borjas was born and raised in Fresno, CA and has 

always had a passion for drawing. During his early childhood, 

he was self  taught, developing his skills by re-drawing favorite 

cartoons with graphite as well as exploring other mediums such 

as charcoal, oil paints, digital, and aerosol cans throughout his 

youth. In 2009, while he attended Fresno City College, Martin 

received his first formal art training. In 2013 He enlisted in the 

United States Army as a 35F (Intelligence Analyst) with goals of  

continuing a family legacy of  relatives who have served as well as 

future financial support for his art degree. Martin was honorably 

discharged in December of  2016 as an E-4 and is a current 

student at the Academy of  Art University in San Francisco, CA 

focusing on obtaining his bachelor’s degree in animation and 

visual effects, emphasizing 3D character animation.
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RUSSELL S. BROWN
U.S. Navy - World War II, US Navy European Invasion; Pacific 

Islands.

I have had a lifetime interest in art. Attended art school in 

New York after the War.  I moved back to San Francisco and 

purchased Victorian houses, converted them into multiple living 

spaces. I was an Interior Designer for many years.

Art has provided me with joy and self-expression throughout 

my life. And particularly now, living at the Veterans Home of  

California, Yountville, I virtually live at the Creative Arts Center 

with an on-going project each day.

TODD BUTILLO
I served as a medic in the army from 2004-2010. I served the 

first 5 years on active duty with the 101st Airborne Division. I 

deployed to Tikrit, Iraq in 2005-2006 and 2007-2008. I moved to 

San Francisco shortly after completing active duty, and worked 

a number of  jobs including as a bike messenger for three years. 

During medical leave from the messenger job, i began teaching 

myself  film photography. Last year the VA introduced me to 

6th Street Photography workshop, and I have been learning 

printmaking and photo editing. My first show, of  bike messenger 

photography, was on the last weekend of  September.

JIM CACCAVO
Jim Caccavo served in the US Army in the 1st Cavalry Divsion 

on the Korean War Armistice’s DMZ in 1963-65 and in Seventh 

Army Support Command in Germany from 1965-66. It was 

during his assignment in Infantry Operations and Intelligence 

on the Korean DMZ that he got involved in photography. While 

in Europe he developed his skills as a photographer resulting 

in numerous spreads in THE STARS & STRIPES. Before his 

separation from active duty, he won the 1965 PICTURES of  THE 

YEAR 1st Place, Pictorial, Military division from the National Press 

Photographers’ Association. In 1989 he was commissioned and 

served with the California Army National Guard. He retired from 

the active reserve as a lieutenant colonel.

In his civilian career, he was the Red Cross photographer for 

the Vietnam War from 1968-1970. After returning from Vietnam, 

he earned a BFA in Photography from the Art Center College 

of  Design. He went on to work for the LOS ANGELES TIMES, 

NEWSWEEK AND TIME/LIFE. He still maintains a studio near 

Beverly Hills, Ca.

WILL ALLEN CLARK
Will is a World War II veteran who served with the Army Air Force 

55th Weather Reconnaissance in West Palm Beach, FL. He was 

a line crew member that kept B-29s in flight. Clark was only 15 

when he and his 14 year old buddy enlisted. But then, at the 

time, all servicemen were very young. He became a corporal, 

but when given a third stripe at 17 there was suspicion of  his 

young age… discharge, or his mother’s signature. She said no! 

So he was discharged as a corporal and returned to school.

As of  today, Clark has published three books with two more 

on the way. He has also written and had four plays produced. 

He and his wife of  over fifty years now live in the Yountville 

Veteran’s Home in the Napa Valley.

KEN CLARKE
U.S. Airforce – 1954 – 1958 Munitions Weapons , Special 

Weapons, Special Services

I painted my first picture at eighty years old since moving 

into the California Veterans Home. My career has been in music, 

where I roamed the world pickin’, and a-grinnin’, as a way of  life. 

Performing in saloons in Canada, or shooting a dozen spaghetti 

westerns in Spain and Italy, to snatching Don Ho’s audience in 

Honolulu and running him out of  Hawaii, to smoking cigars with 

President Nixon behind wife Pat’s back, I have done it all.

From being invited by Jimmy and Rosalyn Carter for dinner 

in the Georgia Governor’s Mansion, to a western hoe-down in 

the East Wing of  the White House, with President Johnson, to 

shivering naked in a padded room in an insane asylum, or can 

you believe it, performing with my friend Charley Mansion. Ken’s 

book “Confessions of  a Banjo Picker” leaves you breathless with 

disbelief  while leaving you to ask, “Can these adventures, and 

misadventures, really happen to an ordinary person?” Well I’m 

here to tell you – YES THEY CAN and THEY DID! 

JAMES (JIM) CLEMENT
James Clement (“Jim”) is a decorated Vietnam-era combat pilot 

who retired following a 30-year active duty and reserve career 

in the Air Force. He recently retired from an award-winning 35-

year career at NASA as a Space Shuttle Mission Control flight 

controller, a mission operations senior manager, and a research 

directorate executive. Jim’s photography has appeared in 

gallery shows at the Sanchez Art Center in Pacifica, California, 

and in San Francisco at the Fort Mason Center, Aquatic Park, 

and the War Memorial Building as well as on Sunset Magazine 

VETERAN ARTISTS
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and California State Parks Association websites. Jim currently 

has a number of  photographs on display in the San Francisco 

City Hall. Jim is a strong advocate of  helping military service 

Veterans return to meaningful and productive work, secure 

housing, healthcare, and education support through his role as 

a member of  the Board of  Directors of  OneVet OneVoice, a San 

Francisco based Veterans Service organization.

VICTOR COBIAN
As a child of  immigrant parents I had few opportunities growing 

up but the one thing I was surrounded by was stories. Being 

creative was all I wanted to do as a kid. I had few to little creative 

role models growing up so I stuck to what I knew from my public 

education. Now as an adult and artist I have found my strength 

of  story telling through photography and years of  personal 

experiences. One of  my biggest influences has been Gregory 

Crewdson because of  his detailed sets and intricacy of  story 

telling in his images. Much like him I take my time creating 

images to tell a narrative of  my subjects whether they be people 

or inanimate objects. Taking a photograph, for myself  at least, is 

more than pressing a button. It is making a conscious decision 

to create a moment or emotion with any subject for the viewer 

to engage. Since graduating from art school in 2015 I have 

continued to explore my evolving interest and skills as an artist 

to transform experiences in the world into my photographs.

HERB COFMAN
Graduate of  the University of  Colorado in Fine Arts 1958.

Employed as an architectural model maker in San Francisco 

1965 - 1972 with interspersed personal design projects.

Self  employed as a custom furniture maker 1974 -1979 with 

commissions for art furniture from an art publishing company.

Worked in the trades as a cabinet maker and handyman 

1980 – 2016

Now concentrating on photography as a medium since 

moving into the Veteran’s Home of  California in August 2016.

JAMES COLLIER
I am a US Navy veteran who graduated from the Academy of  art 

University in December 2015 with a BFA in Photography. Most of  

my compositions are centered around surrealism and created 

using traditional photography as well as Photoshop. Salvadore 

Dali has been a huge influence on the direction I choose to take 

my art and the images I have submitted are dark in nature. 

GENO CONNOR
Geno Connor is a Viet Nam Veteran (Army, Nov 1965-Nov 1966) 

and member of  the SF Marines’ Memorial Club.

EDWARD E. CRACRAFT
Born in Oakland, CA. Joined the Air Force in 1953 at the age of  

17. Attended College and Art School after serving.

Arrived at the Veterans Home of  California, Yountville in 2010. 

Having a background in art, it seemed fitting to get to know my 

own style. I am legally blind and have been given magnifying 

equipment to aid in my art work.

Why do you like art? “Because it’s fun.”

JOHN DEBOW
John DeBow is a seventy-year-old Army Vet who regularly gets 

chemo infusions at the San Francisco VA Hospital. He has 

worked with oil paints and other art mediums for more than 55 

years.

JENNIFER DEHORTY
I am a 32 year veteran of  the U.S. Army and Army Reserve. I 

am a veteran of  OEF and OIF. I enlisted in the USAR in 1981 

while attending Chico State. Upon graduation in 1985, I went on 

active duty at Presidio of  San Francisco. I retired in 2013, having 

achieved the rank of  Command Sergeant Major. Continuing 

to service my country, I am currently the Assistant Cemetery 

Director at Tahoma National Cemetery in Kent, WA.

I have won numerous awards at the VA’s creative arts festival 

finishing as high as 2d in the nation in the ‘original design in 

needlework’ category. I also have a quilt in the ‘Challenge 

America’ Veteran art show in Aspen, CO.

ANDREA CLEOPATRA 
DICKERSON
Washington, D.C. native A. Cleopatra first developed her passion 

for curating still and video imagery at an early age. She spent 

most of  her childhood in front of  the camera acting, until she 

joined the Marine Corps in 2010.

While stationed at Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, 

she served as a Combat Correspondent, honing her skills in 

photography, writing, and announcing. 

continues
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Her notable professional achievements from the military 

include awards for her writing and photography. Her work also 

placed among the top of  the Marine Corps “Top Shots” for the 

year in 2013. 

A. Cleopatra was honorably discharged as a Corporal in 

2014, and returned to D.C. to pursue a degree in cinematography 

and work as a photojournalist for a national Veterans Service 

Organization.

In 2017, while studying film at The Art Institute of  

Washington, she founded Curated by Cleopatra, a photo studio 

and artistic movement with a focus on creating visually aesthetic 

imagery of  urban lifestyles and fashion, under the hashtag 

#notyourdaddysphotography.

Her portfolio is located at Cleopatrathecurator.com.

GENE DODGE
My interest in art began while I was in Grade School and 

attended Art Classes for sketching of  animals and other figures 

and painted using water colors.

During High School and College, I continued taking Art 

Classes. I attended 3 semesters of  classes given by California 

Water Colorist Jade Fon. One of  the semesters with Jade Fon 

was in Asilomar, California where I gained more knowledge in 

the use of  watercolors.

During the Korean War, I was drafted into the Army, 44th 

Infantry Division, AAA Artillery and trained at Fort Lewis, 

Washington.

In 2016, while living in Yountville Veterans Home, I entered 

4 of  my watercolors in an Art exhibit and 2 pieces received 

a 1st and 2nd place ribbon and a third piece received a 2nd 

place ribbon as “mixed media.” This was the first time I had the 

chance to display my artwork to the public.

MICHAEL DUNSMORE
Born April 18, 1947 in San Francisco, CA. Served in the US 

Navy, October 1966-October 1968, SN Vietnam Commissary. 

Took Photography and Drama at the College of  San Mateo and 

made the Deans List. Went onto San Jose State University and 

majored in Art, Painting, in addition took Graphic Illustration, 

Design, glass Blowing, Airbrush Painting and Art History.

Attended Evergreen Valley College and took Drama.

After college worked in Offset Printing, Diemaking for foil 

stamping and embossing, camera-ready art, design, illustration, 

technical art, stripping room/camera.

JOHN FERNANDEZ
John Fernandez was born on August 5, 1980 in Lodi, California. 

He joined the U.S. Army in September 1997 and served as an 

Infantryman and Military Policeman on active duty until 2008. 

In 2007 he deployed to Afghanistan as a Military Police Squad 

Leader in support of  Operation Enduring Freedom. Upon 

leaving active duty in 2008, he joined the U.S. Army Reserve. He 

is currently a Master Sergeant (E-8) in the U.S. Army Reserve 

and will retire in July 2018 with nearly 21 years of  service.

In 2012, John was asked by a family member to photograph 

her wedding. He always had an interest in photography, but once 

he accepted her invitation to photograph the wedding, he knew 

he was going to have to step up his game. Three years later 

he started his own photography business, John P. Fernandez 

Photography, and now photographs weddings, family portraits, 

and special events.

John has been married to a fellow veteran, Victoria 

Fernandez, for over 16 years. They have two children, Anthony 

(13) and Olivia (10), and currently live in Calaveras County, 

California.

JEREMIAH FRANCE
I spent 5 years in the Army with a 15 month tour to Iraq. Spent 

the next 6 years as a contractor and with time in Afghanistan. 

Left it all behind 2 years ago to spend more time with my wife 

and two sons, and get my art degree, which I graduated with 

in June, and will be returning on partial scholarship to get my 

Master’s this fall.

BRUCE FREEMAN
Born the year 1946 in Kansas. Graduated Coronado School of  

Fine Art 1979. Graduated Chapman University 1974 with a Major 

in Psychology and a Minor in Art/Literature. Bruce served in the 

U.S. Navy as a Hospital Corpsman during the Vietnam War.

DAWN GORDY
Dawn enlisted in the Navy in Springfield, MA during the Korean 

War and was stationed at the Great Lakes Naval Base.

After serving her Country she went to the College at the 

University of  Colorado where she took Art Classes but got her 

Master’s Degree in Library Sciences.

Dawn and her husband Nelson moved to Washington, 

DC where Dawn worked for the C.I.A. and the Department of  

VETERAN ARTISTS
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Transportation. While there they joined the Smithsonian, where 

they took art lessons and then opened an art studio.

Dawn has lived at the Veterans Home in Holderman Hospital 

since 2010.

CURTIS HARNED
I created “The Mermaid’s Song” in 2014 at the Western Blind 

Rehabilitation Center in Menlo Park in my manual skills class. 

It required choosing a font, printing it out on sheets of  paper, 

taping the paper, face down, onto the copper and using a 

pointed wooden burin (a pointed embossing tool) to engrave it 

into the soft, pliable metal. It took me 30 or 40 hours and many 

tired fingers to inscribe it. The piece was inspired by hearing my 

wife singing in her bath and reflects the sentiments this evoked 

in me.

I’m 73 years old. I was diagnosed with retinitis pigmentosa in 

2004 and have approximately 2.5 degrees of  vision. 

FREDERICK E. HUTTON
Awarded Honorary Master of  Science degree, Brooks Institute. 

Art Center College of  Design, majoring in Advertising and 

Graphic Design; Chouinard Art Institute, Majoring in Design; 

UCLA, Majoring in Education; El Camino College, Associate 

Arts Degree in Education.

My work has appeared in and has been recognized by 

design magazines, professional societies and art directors 

clubs including: American Institute of  Graphic Arts, Art Direction 

Magazine, Art Directors of  New York, Art Directors Club of  Los 

Angeles, Industrial Design Magazine, Journal of  commercial Art/

Communication Arts, National, Trade and Consumer Magazines, 

Packaging Design Magazine, Print Magazine, Type Directors 

Club of  New York

MIKAEL JAMES
Mikael James is an actor in the San Francisco Bay Area. Having 

grown up in a small farming community in Galesburg Illinois, he 

has since traveled with the United States Air Force throughout 

Europe, where he was stationed for three years, as well as 

two deployments during Iraqi freedom to Qatar and Iraq. After 

suffering a back injury during maneuvers, he is now is a disabled 

veteran residing in Fairfield, California with his wife, who is active 

duty Air Force, and his daughter. Mikael has had many rolls in 

television, feature films and short films in the short time since 

his acting career has began in 2012. As of  2016, he attends the 

Academy of  Art University in San Francisco, focusing on acting 

and filmmaking. In his spare time, Mikael enjoys photography, 

writing, producing, and filming his own projects. After graduating 

from the Academy of  Art University with a Bachelors of  Fine Arts 

in Acting, he has chosen to continue his education in Filmmaking 

and become a teacher in the San Francisco Bay Area.

MICHAEL JURIST
Michael Jurist is a self-taught on-and-off  artist since kindergarten. 

He enjoys experimenting with a variety of  mediums. He is retired 

from the Air Force and now works for the Department of  the Air 

Force as a civilian.

MARK KATZMAN
Mark Katzman grew up in Los Angeles, and received a BA from 

UCLA. He served in the U.S. Navy in Vietnam, and afterward 

studied at Art Center in Los Angeles, and at the Pennsylvania 

Academy of  Fine Arts. Returning to Los Angeles, Katzman 

worked as a scenic artist in Hollywood’s television and movie 

studios and designed a set for Ralph Waite’s L.A. Actor’s Theater. 

In 2004, Katzman completed studies at the Academy of  Art 

University in San Francisco earning an MFA in painting. He had 

a successful graduate show of  his paintings at the Academy’s 

Sutter Street Gallery and he exhibited his work at the Academy’s 

2004 and 2005 annual spring shows, earning a second place 

Faculty Choice Award in 2004. He has contributed to the 

Academy’s annual Faculty and Alumni Auctions. Katzman also 

taught drawing and painting at the School of  the Arts high 

school in San Francisco.

KEN KEEGAN
Ken Keegan is a local entrepreneur who has guided several 

companies to create high net value and profits, including Mr. 

Coffee Inc., several auto dealerships, Nutri/System, and Sentinal 

Capital Management, Inc. He is co-founder of  the San Jose 

Earthquakes soccer team, as well as a founder of  the San Jose 

Ballet and San Jose National Bank. He is a graduate of  San Jose 

State University and Harvard Graduate School of  Business. Ken 

won a bronze medal for Team America in the Singing and Acting 

World Championships in 2007 in Los Angeles.
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ROBIN V. KLARMANN
Photography came naturally to Robin. Her first camera was 

given to her by her grandmother, a Kodak Instamatic 126, which 

she used to document a trip to Costa Rica when she was 9. 

This sparked a lifelong fascination with photography which 

she has taken on different paths throughout the years. Having 

her own darkroom as a teen and working in professional film 

labs, she enjoys the whole process of  creating an image. She 

joined the United States Coast Guard for the chance to travel 

and photograph new places. Along the way, her work has been 

selected to show at the Salmigandi in New York City, Del Mar, 

CA and Portland, OR. Her family has always encouraged her 

art and in 1991, both she and her father had images chosen by 

Kodak for the “Kodak’s Look at Life Award Winning Photography” 

publication. She has now retired and is able to devote her time 

to photography.

Having a love of  landscape and abstract images, she often 

will incorporate both genres together, creating stunning and 

interesting compositions. Exploring views that are taken for 

granted about the world around us, her vision is unique and she 

is dedicated to her art.

Robin has a bachelor of  arts in fine art photography from 

Academy of  Art University.

NORMAN LANIEWICZ
Norman Laniewicz served in the US Navy from 1958 to 1964 

as an Electronics Technician. As a civilian, he worked in 

public relations, sales, as a Field Engineer on RCA mainframe 

computers, Real Estate Broker, and Construction Contractor. 

His hobbies include photography, outdoor activities, RV travel, 

offshore fishing, woodworking and cabinetmaking.

DORRIS LEE
Dorris grew up until almost 13 in small mining camps in Nevada, 

and enjoyed stargazing, pondering life’s meaning.

She joined the Navy after some college, and served 3 years 

in the Korean Conflict, as a “JO3”- Journalist Third Class. Dorris 

attended Navy Journalist School in Great Lakes Naval Training 

Center and Public Information School in Ft. Slocum, NY.

In the late 1950s-early ’60s, she painted with oils, and quite 

enjoyed that!

After raising 3 children (and divorcing their dad, who she 

had met and married in the Navy), Dorris was able to return to 

college in her 40s and get her BA in Speech and Communication. 

She worked in the Mental Health field, had her own Behavioral 

Training business, and became one of  the world’s fastest 

readers and National Director of  Instruction for Evelyn Wood 

Reading Dynamics. 

After working and traveling extensively in the US and 

overseas, Dorris has retired and lives with her daughter now in 

Cotati (near Santa Rosa, north of  SF). Macular degeneration is 

impairing her vision, but NOT her zest for remaining active and 

always learning new tricks!

She says, “I can no longer SEE stars, but when I look at the 

sky I see TRACES of  stars — memories of  their brightness, mixed 

with the glow from the moon, and reflected in the mountains.”

SIKANDER LODHI 
Sikander Lodhi is a Fashion Photographer, Veteran of  the US 

Army and a student at Academy of  Art University in San Francisco 

with a Fashion Journalism major. Sikander picked up a camera 

during his deployment to Afghanistan in 2011-2012, and over 

a short period of  time discovered his passion for editorial style 

photography. He has educated himself  in his craft at “University 

of  YouTube” for the most part, with free and paid tutorials. 

However, after retirement in Jan 2017, he has decided to join 

the Fashion Journalism program to formalize his education. In 

between fashion assignments, Sikander also works on personal 

fine art projects to show his creativity. Before moving to the San 

Francisco Bay Area, Sikander had an opportunity to show his 

work at a couple of  art exhibitions in Oklahoma City, including 

the 32nd annual “Biting the Apple” event.

JIM LOORAM
Jim Looram is a service disabled veteran airborne ranger with 

two tours in Vietnam. He has studied art in the continental United 

States at the National Academy School, one year at the New 

York Academy of  Figurative Art, the Salmagundi Club, and the 

Art Students League; and internationally under Martine Vaugel 

in France and Timothy Hawkesworth in Ireland. His artist’s 

statement:

Art is a medium that EVOKES. This word comes from the 

Latin “To call out.” My abstract art may evoke in you a feeling, 

a thought, a memory, or some similar experience. I lay paint, 

shape colors, add texture, dig, expose, layer over, pull brushes, 

and push palette knives until “delight” happens to me. I have 

no idea what my delight might evoke in you. The process is 
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intimately hilarious. “This is awesome!…this is tricky…this is 

crap…I am crap…this might be OK…this is awesome!”

Jim’s work may be seen at www.etsy.com/shop/jameslooram 

and he may be contacted at looram@looram.com

MICHAEL J. MÄDLAND
My educational and work experience in the Visual Arts spans a 

period of  over 50 years. I have a formal education in the Fine Arts 

that is focused on Painting and Printmaking. As a professional 

Graphic Designer I was trained first as a Production Artist and 

in Advertising Design while in the employ of  CBS. Eventually, I 

moved on to other applications, corporations and then full circle, 

back to college as an instructor while teaching as a Adjunct 

Professor, I taught Basic Drawing, Advanced Drawing and 

Illustration (a prerequisite course accepting Art Majors that had 

completed all required areas of  their studies such as Graphic 

Design). I enjoy teaching “Studio” classes and find it a challenge 

to work with students. Art and Design has been the focus of  my 

career. 

1991-95 Flagler College-St. Augustine, FL Adjunct Professor 

of  Art teaching full credit courses in this four year college. One of  

the biggest, little Art Schools in the universe. EDUCATION 1962-

64 Texas Christian University-Ft. Worth, TX. Two years majored 

in Advertising and Commercial Art 1970-74 College of  the San 

Francisco Art Institute-San Francisco. Four years majored in 

Painting, minor in Printmaking; BFA, many Art applications and 

Disiplines (Visuals Arts). I also play an intrument. Intermittent 

periods of  time not shown in this chronology are by design to 

address the Fine Arts aspects of  my personal interests and 

usually shared with an ongoing fare of  freelance. I have studied 

or worked with people such as Enzo Torcoletti, Damon Rarey, 

Dixon Reeder, Bill Howlett and Barbara Caswell. I use Adobe 

Photoshop and Illustrator CS, as well as other applications. 

Award winning Artist; Public Shows, East Coast Shows, Honors 

Show, “Best in Show” and “People’s Choice” awards included.

PAUL JAY MEADE
Paul Jay Meade has been involved with art since he attended 

Architecture school at the University of  Oklahoma. He graduated 

in 1962 and continued to draw as part of  his profession.

Paul returned to San Francisco after serving in the Navy for 

three years and obtaining the rank of  Lieutenant. He continued 

his education at UC Berkeley and received his Master’s degree 

in Architecture in 1968.

While working at Hewlett-Packard, Paul was responsible for 

selecting all the commissioned and purchased art in all mediums 

depending on the country and where placed in Hewlett-Packard 

buildings worldwide. He worked with a well known art consultant, 

Judy Kaye, on these projects.

He renewed his interest in expressing his own art over the 

last 10 years after retiring from Hewlett-Packard. He enjoys 

using mediums of  watercolor, pencil, charcoal and acrylic paint.

In 2013, he received his teacher certificate from the Sogestsu 

Ikabana Japanese Flower Arranging School.

Pam Will, a local Marin artist, works weekly with Paul on his 

drawing and painting projects, providing him guidance and 

support.

HANK “PANKY” MILLER
I was born the son of  a Navy officer-Annapolis graduate, from 

Fairbanks, Alaska, and a Southern Belle from Opp, Alabama, 

in the year 1941. The place was Pensacola, Florida. My mother 

had met my father while she was a piano teacher residing in 

Warrington and my father was training for a secret mission. His 

task was to instruct those Army pilots in the art of  aircraft carrier 

take-offs for a bombing raid somewhere in the Pacific. His boss 

was General Jimmy Doolittle and he was to join the fame of  

becoming the flight deck takeoff  officer for the “30 Seconds over 

Tokyo” Raid. 

Soon after his mission was completed we packed our bags 

and headed for parts unknown for the next twenty plus years. 

I attended 8 schools in 12 years. I finally graduated from St. 

John’s College, in Washington, DC, prior to entering Auburn in 

summer of  1959. 

I was an artist of  sorts. Not the mainstream kind of  kid, I was 

small, short, scrawny, and always in trouble or looking for some. 

Being an only child until my brother came along when I was 

12 didn’t help the cause. So I turned to hobbies and immersed 

myself  into photography while a high school freshman in the 

Philippines. Countless hours and days were spent in both the 

darkroom and outside in the barrios photographing everything 

possible. It was my passion then and remains so today. After 

being graduated from Auburn barely earning a B. S. in Business 

Administration (also the Social Chairman of  Delta Tau Delta), 

I joined the Aviation Officers Candidate training in Pensacola 

to earn my Wings of  Gold. Approximately 24 months later my 

mother pinned on the Wings in a ceremony in Corpus Christi. 

continues
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Then, reality struck. Off  to Lemoore Naval Air Station, California, 

to train in the A-1 Skyraider, the biggest and baddest single-

engine, prop-aircraft used for attack. Upon completion of  the 

training I reported to Attack Squadron 152 based in Alameda, 

California. In June 1967, we sailed for Southeast Asia and didn’t 

return until 31 January 1968. I spent my remaining commitment 

behind a desk at Treasure Island Naval Base because of  two 

injuries I acquired while skiing at Lake Tahoe. 

I met a lady in San Francisco, got married in 1969, had 

a daughter in 1977, and got divorced in 1982. Then, I was 

remarried to a lady from San Diego, in 1987, and divorced in 

1994. I am hard on women!

My beautiful daughter is 30, started out at U. C. Davis for two 

years, then La Sorbonne, then F.I.T., New York, and was graduated 

from F.I.D.M., San Francisco, where she had always been on the 

Dean’s List. She is now Marketing Director with Vivinista.com, in 

San Francisco. I have two, wonderful stepchildren both of  whom 

are professional business people working locally.

I was the past Director of  Publicity with Habitat for Humanity 

here in the local chapter. A wonderful organization and it’s 

nice to see Millard Fuller’s dreams come true. Today, I am on 

the Disaster Action Team with the American Red Cross Marin 

chapter. I also volunteer with Swords to Plowshares, which is 

a veteran’s organization located in San Francisco assisting 

veterans with reentry and employment. And Photo Club Leader 

with the Nursing Home VA Medical Center, San Francisco.

My passion remains with the creative process. Currently, 

I am instructing digital photography to the local community 

educational program and the local community college. My next 

project is off  the ground and running at warp speed. Stay tuned 

for further developments in the life of  that crazy boy from Opp, 

whose heart remains there for eternity, as the beloved grandson 

of  Abner and Berdie Dean, founders of  Dean’s Pharmacy - an 

Opp landmark for many generations: The best fountain Cherry 

Coke ever served up with Delia’s homemade chicken salad 

sandwiches wrapped in Cut Rite wax paper. The end!

MATTHEW MITCHELL
These are some photographs I took in Ramadi, Iraq, a 

predominantly Sunni city which lies in the former fertile crescent 

between Tigris and Euphrates rivers. It is from the perspective of  

an 18 year old Marine infantryman fighting for control of  the city. 

The photographs are void of  people because they were taken 

either before or after firefights which would leave the streets of  

this populated city empty. Nonetheless, the images depict the 

scale of  violence in the destruction left behind. Lara Logan from 

CBS did a special while my unit was there and called it “The #1 

Toughest Piece Dirt in Iraq” in which I was wounded by a Sniper. 

The images are fairly low quality as they were taken using very 

cheap point and shoot cameras and would most likely need 

touching up. I am a student of  Architecture at the Academy of  

Art. I focus on Creation instead of  destruction now.

MARK TOBIN MOORE
Mark Tobin Moore lives in Charleston, West Virginia. He teaches 

for Concord University, Athens, West Virginia. He has been an 

art history and studio art teacher in six different universities 

for the last twenty years. As well as having been an Assistant 

Professor of  Art, he was also a Supervisory Art Specialist for the 

U.S. Army in Giessen, Germany, and the Director of  Exhibitions 

and Curator of  Contemporary Art for the West Virginia State 

Museum. Moore is a Signature Member of  the National Collage 

Society, and his paintings have been exhibited in solo and group 

exhibitions nationally, as well as Germany and Paris, France. 

Moore earned an MFA in Visual Art from West Virginia 

University, an MA in Painting and Printmaking from Marshall 

University, and a BA in Studio Art from the University of  

Charleston. Moore was awarded a Professional Development 

Grant from the National Endowment of  the Arts in 2004.

Former First Class Petty Officer Moore is a Vietnam-era Navy 

veteran, and he served a total of  ten years on active duty. He 

served aboard the USS Sierra (AD-18), as well as shore facilities.

CIARRA NELSON
I’ve always had a passion for art and photography; it has 

always been amazing for me to see what can be captured in 

a work of  art. I love working in realistic portraiture and trying to 

improve to be able to achieve hyperrealism, as well as abstract 

paintings. I’m working hard to achieve my dreams with my art so 

that my daughter can see firsthand that even through struggle 

and conflict, that those hopes and dreams that we have before 

people tell us that it’s not a good career or that being an artist 

should remain just a hobby; achieving ones’ dreams should be 

an actuality, not something that we only reach if  we’re lucky. 

GLEN NOCK
World War II Marine Veteran Glen Nock worked for 35 years at 

ABC Newsreel.
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RICHMOND ODOM
My name is Richmond Odom. I’m a retired lawyer and a Marine 

Corps veteran (1972-78). I also write children’s chapter books. 

I painted my submission for my wife last Christmas. It’s a winter 

scene in old downtown Monroe, Louisiana (our home town).

DONNA H. PARRY
Growing up, I was the family photographer. I still remember the 

first photo I took. It was of  my best friend standing in my front 

yard in Nitro, Wva. We were in the fourth grade.

It was college before I took my first formal photography 

class and I have been “developing” as a photographer ever 

since. While majoring in journalism and psychology at Marshall 

University in West Virginia, photography soon became part of  

my everyday life. I later earned a Master’s in Counseling and 

spent a short time in California before making a life-altering 

decision to join the United States Air Force. Although my original 

intent was to serve for only four years to fund a doctorate in 

psychology, it ended up being a 21-year adventure.

As an Aircraft Maintenance Officer, I found myself  serving 

at interesting locations around the US and the world to include 

Delaware, Pennsylvania, California, New Mexico, Iceland 

and Washington DC. This incredible exposure to far flung 

locations fueled my passion for photography. Throughout this 

time, I continued my pursuit of  photography through practice, 

education and competition.

I have never stopped learning, taking classes in New 

Mexico, California, and locally with the Smithsonian and The Art 

League. In 2006, I completed an Associate of  Fine Arts degree 

in Photography at the Corcoran School of  Art and Design. 

Personal travel has allowed me to photograph on all seven 

continents. In 1999, after a 21 year career in the US Air Force, I 

decided to retire and stay in the Washington DC area.

IN 2003, I joined federal government service as a staff  

photographer to the Chief  of  Staff  of  the Air Force. From this 

vantage, I photographed everything from senior Air Force 

officials, visiting dignitaries and important ceremonies for Air 

Force members of  all ranks. Highlights include covering four 

Corona Tops and two Global Air Chiefs conferences. I was also a 

primary photographer for the Air Memorial Dedication weekend 

and three Department of  Defense Freedom Walks, and was 

selected to accompany the Air Force Chief  of  Staff  on a trip to 

the Middle East, visiting troops in Afghanistan, Iraq and Kuwait. 

Photos from this trip were published in Airman’s Magazine.

In July 2008, I returned to the logistics field, assigned to 

the Directorate of  Logistics, Installations and Mission Support, 

beginning as the lead for the Enterprise Logistics Governance 

Secretariat, a three tier decision body that allows senior Air 

Force leaders a forum to develop strategy concerning Air Force 

logistics matters. In February 2014, I decided to retire again, a 

retirement that culminates 35 years of  service to the Air Force, 

as an officer, a contractor and federal employee.

Now I can do my photography full time with my own 

business, Parry Photo. My award winning photos have appeared 

in numeours publications and have been on display in galleries 

in Georgetown (Washington DC) and Old Town Alexandria. 

I have also photographed the George Washington Women’s 

crew, the local WNBA team, the Washington Mystics, as well as 

Tony Bennet, Denyce Graves, Jane Seymore, Ris Lascoste, and 

Michelle Obama.

EDWIN PHILPOTT
I served as a U.S. Army Medic 1953-1956. My career after the 

military was in construction as a dry waller and plasterer. After 

losing my wife Marjorie of  50 years, I moved to the Veterans 

Home of  California, Yountville, where I was able to take a job 

within the Creative arts Department in Wood Shop. My job was 

to help and teach other veterans tool use. My passion is making 

bowls out of  different hard woods on a lathe. I continue to work 

in ceramics and leather. 

LON RAMSEL 
Lon Ramsel served in the Navy for four years, providing 

submarine service.  He enjoyed his time in the military.  After 

serving our country, Lon worked at Great America Theme 

Park dressing up as the character Daffy Duck, for about five 

years. He has a passion for drawing various characters and 

superheroes.  Lon taught himself  how to draw. His interests 

include listening to all types of  music, creating art, playing 

pool, watching baseball, watching movies, using the computer, 

reading and exercising. Lon adores his daughter, Francis. He is 

very proud of  her as she prepares to graduate from college this 

year in Southern California. 
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SALVATORE G. RASCATI
Salvatore G. Rascati is a gifted artist and Army veteran who 

served during the Viet Nam era. He is a participant in the HUD/

VASH program, and resides at 250 Kearny St., a Single Room 

Occupancy hotel that provides permanent housing to formerly 

homeless veterans.

ANN REESMAN
I was born on an Air Force Base in Michigan. In 1980 I enlisted 

in the Air Force and served four years active duty in the Airborne 

Command Post. After the military I went back to college and 

earned a BFA with Honors in Studio Fine Art. While I was still in 

university I was given the opportunity to teach K-8 art classes 

at a private school. After school I got the chance to become a 

Surgical Technician. For eleven years I worked with some of  the 

finest people performing procedures in every specialty. During 

this time I raised five children...three of  my own and two sisters 

who came to live with us. Now that chapter in my life has moved 

on and I am now resuming my art career. I volunteer with Art 

Seed and plan to teach basic drawing to veterans so they have 

a more satisfying art therapy experience.

The Veterans Administration and the National Park Service 

have teamed up to give Veterans the chance to visit various 

National parks and art museums around the Bay Area. 

Transportation, a big problem for some Veterans, is provided 

and there is no fee to pay. Through the program I have been able 

to experience the DeYoung Art museum, Alcatraz, Native Plant 

Nursery, and the Marine Mammal Center. I got to enjoy these 

visits along with other Veterans, which was nice, because usually 

I do things alone. The Park Rangers, shout out to Takeo, have 

been wonderful. These activities get us up and out and provide 

us a chance to socialize and we learn something. But I always 

come home tired and happy…and happy is a good thing.

PAULA SATO
In 1998, I enlisted into the US Naval Reserves. A stay at home 

mom with 3 young children I became a “Weekend Warrior.”

When I was brand new to the unit back in 1998, I was sent 

off  to start my training as a “combat Photographer”. Within my 

first 6 months, I was sent off  to an annual training event for the 

active side called “Kernel Blitz”. I was so excited but still didn’t 

know how to operate a camera. I thought I was just going along 

to assist. The event was held at Camp Pendleton and was a joint 

operation training. I was assigned to a female Chief. She put a 

camera in my hands set it up and said “Get in, get the shot and 

get out!” So I did. I LOVED it! There were explosions everywhere. 

Air and amphibious assaults. When I got back to the unit office 

the chief  pulled me aside and told me that I did really well. I was 

glowing. When they got my photos back they could not believe 

that I had gotten those types of  shots! From that point on I was 

accepted as one of  them. 

When that training was over, I was upset. I wanted more. 

Only one weekend a month and 2 weeks a year just wasn’t 

going to cut it, I wanted more! When I got home I enrolled in a 

photography class at the local college. I wanted to excel on my 

weekends and impress my shipmates with my appreciation of  

them and their time. 

I was ready and willing to do whatever was asked of  me. I 

had been trained with the best and had been exposed to many 

types of  situations; air and amphibious assaults, invasions, 

extractions and survival. On the Marine Corps range I ranked as 

an expert shooter. My unit trained a lot with the Marines. I love my 

part time life in the military. I volunteered for everything I could 

and became a valuable asset to the combat photography team. 

I had done very well and was noticed by many of  the “Upper 

echelon”. PH3 Paula Sato was requested for many events both 

reservist and active duty.

As time went on so did the training. Because I was a stay at 

home mom with a husband that had a very flexible schedule I was 

able to get extra training. Whenever our active duty “brothers” 

needed help on different events, I volunteered. I got to “travel the 

world” and participate in events I never thought possible. I have 

been on helicopters, airplanes, various ships, LCACs (the best 

ride in the Navy), tanks and Humvees, to name a few. I went to 

Hawaii many times, most of  the states, the Cayman Islands and 

Curaçao. I was the first Military Photographer allowed on the top 

of  the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco. I was published 

in many of  the military magazines. I worked hard and it was 

noticed. I received many letters of  commendation from high 

ranking officers.

As most of  you know, 9-11 was the beginning of  a new era. 

WE WERE AT WAR!

When I was asked to go to Kuwait, I didn’t hesitate. I said, 

“Absolutely, when do we leave?”

I left for Kuwait in April of  2005. My orders were only for 30 

days. I was to “Get in, get the shot and get out!” Those were 

words I was no stranger to! Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) 

was in full swing and had actually just turned into Operation 

Enduring Freedom (OEF). My orders were to deploy with a unit 
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and cover the transition of  the overall mission with the “home 

coming” unit in Kuwait. While I was in Kuwait I was to document 

the recovery and restoration of  Kuwait. I was to tour the country 

and photograph the horrors and atrocities from the first Gulf  

War, Desert Storm. 

The sights that I saw and the stories I heard were as if  Desert 

Storm had just taken place. I could still smell and see the death 

and destruction that had occurred in 1990. The memories have 

haunted me for years. I now feel that I am finally able to tell the 

story for the ghosts that were there beside me when I took these 

photos. I have created an artistic method to transform these 

photos into visions of  Peace and Truth. I call this Fluidography 

and have found great spiritual relief  by working through these 

memories. 

A special thank you to my Art teacher John Scahill (USMC) 

who strongly encouraged me to open these photos and explore.

HARRISON SCHOFIELD
Harrison is a US Navy Veteran who served two tours to 

Afghanistan as a Navy Corpsman Attached to the Marine Corps. 

Harrison saw combat in both the Marjah and Sangin push of  

the year of  2010. These days Harrison resides in Hollywood, 

California where he works as a paramedic at raves, concerts 

and sporting events and as an instructor of  trauma medicine in 

San Diego. He paints in a mixed medium of  acrylic paint and 

spray paint on canvas or anything else he can find, preferring to 

paint favorites and obscure characters in pop culture.

ERIC J. SCHWICKERATH
Though very new to the visual arts, I began my adult life in the 

arts, primarily music, but the twists and turns of  life took me in 

other directions. Luckily the road has brought me back around 

for another chance. I graduated from Southwestern Oklahoma 

State University with a Bachelor’s of  Music Education in 1996 

and that is where the road suddenly turned. Scared of  starting 

“real life,” I enlisted in the Navy into their advanced electronics 

program, which put me out to sea for a while. After doing that for 

about 5 years, another turn in the path, and I was commissioned 

as a Naval Intelligence Officer. Several assignments took me to 

Saudi Arabia, Iraq and finally, as the Intelligence lead for the first 

Navy unit to Afghanistan. 

The Navy took pity on me for all of  my high intensity adventures 

and sent me to the United States Strategic Command in Omaha, 

Nebraska for some shore duty. Once again…life wasn’t going 

to let me rest for long and I was selected to be the Executive 

Officer to the Director of  Intelligence. Sounds really cool, but 

is incredibly boring. This all culminated in my getting a civilian 

job with the Defense Intelligence Agency, and permanently 

stationed in Omaha. 

As I looked at my future and hopeful retirement someday, 

I decided to go back to the arts and with no prior experience, 

jumped into the Master’s of  Fine Arts program. In fact, the first 

time I touched a paint brush and oil paints was in my painting 

class this past fall. Love at first sight! Like peanut butter and jelly, 

milk and cereal, or Mario and Princess Peach, it just felt right; felt 

like coming home. Though my attempts are still very rough, and 

immature, I keep in mind that I never took an art class prior to 

this. What I lack in experience and education, I make up for with 

passion! Diving in head first into unknown waters and following 

the flow of  life is just…me.

DAVID SCHWITALLA
David Schwitalla/Sports Artist/Cartoonist – Vietnam Veteran, US 

Navy, 1974-1978. I have been a sports artist for over 30 years and 

a life-long Bay Area resident. I work in the following media: acrylic, 

oil and ink. Sports are my passion. My work has been published. 

YUN SO, USMC
“Music is for the moment, but Art is permanent, until destroyed.” 

In his lyrics, Hendrix uses colors to describe his emotions. I use 

Hendrix’s songs to describe these emotions. 

Anger - Purple - “Purple Haze” and “Castles Made Out 

of  Sand”; Jealousy - Green - “Hey Joe” and “Catfish Blues”; 

Sadness - Blue - “Angel” and “Wind Cries Mary”; Happiness - 

Turquoise - “Little Wing”; Confidence - Red - “Red House” and 

“Machine Gun”; Daring - Orange - “Hear My Train a Comin’“; 

Yellow - “Voodoo Chile Blues” and “Voodoo Child” 

“My yellow in this case is not so mellow, In fact I’m trying to 

say, it’s frightened like me…” That line describes how I wasn’t able 

to express my feeling toward a girl. I finally found the courage to 

do so but it was too late and inspired me to create this piece... 

JAY STEWART
I’m 31 years old, a 6 year combat veteran of  Iraq and Afghanistan 

who is retired medically. I have attended AAU since 2015 in 

pursuit of  a degree in Web Design. I live in San Francisco with 

my husband of  5 years, who is also attending AAU. I currently 

am the Admissions Director at Blush School of  Makeup.
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ALANA YOUNG TEZENO
Alana Young Tezeno (b. 1978, Sulphur, LA) makes drawings 

and paintings. By applying a poetic and often metaphorical 

language, Young Tezeno tries to increase the dynamic between 

audience and author by objectifying emotions and investigating 

the duality that develops through different interpretations.

Her drawings appear as dreamlike images in which fiction 

and reality meet, well-known tropes merge, meanings shift, 

past and present fuse. Time and memory always play a key 

role. By examining the ambiguity and origination via retakes 

and variations, she seduces the viewer into a world of  ongoing 

equilibrium and the interval that articulates the stream of  daily 

events. Moments are depicted that only exist to punctuate the 

human drama in order to clarify our existence and to find poetic 

meaning in everyday life.

Her works never show the complete structure. This results in 

the fact that the artist can easily imagine her own interpretation 

without being hindered by the historical reality. By emphasizing 

aesthetics, she wants to amplify the astonishment of  the 

spectator by creating compositions or settings that generate 

tranquil poetic images that leave traces and balances on the 

edge of  recognition and alienation.

Her works sometimes radiate a cold and latent violence. 

At times, disconcerting beauty emerges. The inherent visual 

seductiveness, along with the conciseness of  the exhibitions, 

further complicates the reception of  their manifold layers of  

meaning. Alana Young Tezeno is a Navy veteran, a graduate of  

the McNeese State University fine arts program, and currently 

lives and works in Lake Charles, Louisiana where she teaches 

art at Washington-Marion High School.

ROBERT B. THOMPSON
Robert Thompson, a U.S. Navy veteran, was born in 1935 

in San Jose, CA and grew up in Alameda, CA. During the 

counterculture era of  the 1960s, Bob painted psychedelic art. 

Later he enrolled in a drawing class at Laney College in Oakland, 

followed by studies at Oakland’s prestigious College of  Arts and 

Crafts. He studied under David Hardy, a Classical Realist who 

taught Techniques of  The Old Masters. In 1986, Robert was 

accepted for showing at the State Fair in Sacramento, where he 

was frequently invited back over the next fifteen years. During 

the same period he was accepted four times to show his work 

at the annual Allied Artists of  America Exhibition in New York 

City. Robert came to the Yountville Veterans Home in 2011 

and continues to be active in the art scene. Many of  his larger 

works are on permanent display throughout the Veterans Home 

campus.

RONALD W. TRAMMELL
Born in San Francisco, 1939. U.S. Marine 1958 – 1964. MA, 

Studio Arts, Sonoma State. Helped to establish the California 

Museum of  Art at Luther Burbank Center (1984-1994). Both he 

and his wife, artist Pat Trammell, have owned and operated their 

own studios in Santa Rosa and Lake County. 

Ron is currently displaying his art at the Star of  the Valley 

Catholic Church, Oakmont, CA. Ron continues to work and 

continues to submit his art at the Veteran’s Home of  Yountville, 

CA.

HOPE VANDEVENTER 
Hope served in the Army as a nurse. She was a compassionate 

nurse and wife. She continues to be a dedicated mother. Hope 

has worked as a pediatric nurse, as well as a hospice nurse until 

she was in her eighties. She has a caring and kind heart. Hope 

worked at the Lockheed company as a Rosie the Riveter making 

airplane bombers. She is very close to her son and he visits 

her often. Hope has a sweet tooth and her son often brings 

her desserts or they go out for ice cream. Her interests include 

art, listening to classical music, reading, watching movies and 

enjoying horse and carriage rides.

DONALD VEVERKA
Donald Veverka is a former CEO, Administrator of  the California 

Veterans Home Yountville, CA. He recently retired back to 

Oregon where he and his wife previously resided. He and Jill 

have between them five kids and eight grandkids all living in the 

Pacific Northwest.

Don is an Army combat medic/corpsman and was stationed 

with the 47th General Hospital out of  Fort Carson, Colorado. The 

hospital was a thousand bed mash unit assigned to support 

Fitzsimons General Hospital in Denver. Don recalls being on alert 

to “move out” on several occasions but that did not occur during 

his tenure. He worked as a corpsman in the Medical Intensive 

Care Unit at Fitzsimons, received a Citation for Meritorious 

Service, and earned the rank of  Specialist Fifth Class.

Don purchased his first camera at the age of  seven years 

old, a Kodak Brownie Box camera. By the time he was twelve 
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he was carrying his first serious camera, a Nikon Photomic F. He 

continues to carry Nikons, primarily a Nikon D800E along with a 

full range of  Nikon Lenses. He also shoots with a Hasselblad X1D.

The image on display was recorded with the Hasselblad 

using a 90MM prime lens, ISO 200, 250th of  a second at F5.6, 

and printed by the artist on a Canon iPF 8400 using Breathing 

Color Lyve Canvas. 

Don and Jill enjoy traveling internationally and he can always 

be seen packing along camera gear.

XUAN WANG
Xuan Wang was born and raised in HeBei-SHiJiaZhuang, China. 

Growing up learning music and dance taught her to express 

different emotions and moods in different body gestures. She 

traveled to San Francisco with her parents in 2005, and moved 

to Berkeley, CA to finish high school. In October 2008, after 

graduating from Berkeley High, Xuan joined the U.S. Navy and 

became a Logistic Specialist. During her service, Xuan traveled 

the world and sailed through the Pacific Ocean with the USS 

Ronald Reagan and the USS Carl Vinson, which she called 

“The floating home”. In September 2012, Xuan left full time duty 

and became a Navy Active Reservist, so she could pursue her 

education in film. Back in San Francisco, Xuan started her BFA 

in Motion Picture and Television (MPT) in the Academy of  art 

University. After two years in the program, Xuan realized that 

filmmaking was not the optimal medium for expressing her 

feelings. After trying out fashion classes in summer 2015, Xuan 

is now officially a student of  the fashion design department in 

the Academy of  Art University. 

NICHOLAS S. WATSON
Nicholas S. Watson (Nick) was born on 12 November 1946 in New 

Port, Rhode Island. After that, Nick was on his way as a world 

traveler, finally landing in Bulverde TX in 2005. In the intervening 

years, Nick was mostly a Marine, a surfer, combat veteran and more. 

As a child, Nick lived in such far flung places as Guam, Rhode 

Island (again), California, Hawaii, Wisconsin and Tennessee.

Nick’s military service included travels to Vietnam, Thailand, 

Philippines, Japan, Korea, Australia, Somalia, Hong Kong, 

Singapore, Diego Garcia, Austria, Slovakia, Bulgaria, Germany 

and Egypt…all of  which provided exposure to local art and 

culture of  varying degrees; from museums and galleries in 

Singapore and Hong Kong, to ancient castles in Japan.

Along the way, Nick has had some unique experiences; 

Vietnam infantry combat adventure (’68 - the good year); 

worked as a haole (if  you know Hawaii, you know what that 

means) beach boy; bartender in Waikiki in the 70s; numerous 

hurricanes, tornados, earthquakes, 1991 Mt Pinatubo volcanic 

eruption (simultaneously with the worst typhoon in a decade)

(Philippines), minor tsunamis, Somalia during ‘Black Hawk 

Down’; 911 in Washington DC and the best experience (next to 

surfing and painting)…Texas.

All of  Nick’s experiences have contributed to his appreciation 

of  art; particularly color, and the unlimited potential to create 

unique paintings with diverse colors, contours textures and 

impacts on the viewer…color is ultimately a celebration of  life…

and, life is art.

Nick is now retired from his ‘normal’ job, (29 years of  

military/gov’t service) and resides with his wife, Francesca, 

in Bulverde, TX; a small town 25 miles north of  San Antonio 

and considered the gateway to the ‘hill country’. Opening The 

Makery (makeryarts.com), together, in 2015, allowed Nick an 

opportunity to partner with his wife in creating a space dedicated 

to ‘makers’. The Makery provides individual studio areas for their 

own creative disciplines, a large classroom space and a small 

gallery to exhibit and sell their work. When not painting (and 

he tends to paint a lot), Nick handles the heavy lifting and bug 

killing duties. Additionally, Nick serves as chief  cook and bottle 

washer, particularly when hosting national instructors who stay 

at the Watson’s while teaching at The Makery. 

Nick’s work can be seen on his website, www.nickwatsonart.

com; on his Facebook page @NickWatsonArtist; or at The 

Makery, in the Old Village of  Bulverde, TX. Also, some of  Nick’s 

work can currently be seen at Hatch 5 and Wine 101 in the Old 

Village. 

CHAD WIEPKING – 1944-2017
I was born in San Francisco and grew up in Santa Clara. I 

learned photography from an uncle. After the Navy (1966-1968), 

I learned camera repair. In 1972, I opened my own shop in Santa 

Rosa and worked in the shop for 32 years. In 2009, I became a 

home member at the Yountville Veterans Home. 



VAE 201718

SANDRA WOODFORD
I am the daughter of  talented painters and art collectors. I 

began my formal art education at the age of  four. My family was 

living in Quito, Ecuador where we met a renowned Dutch artist, 

Jan Shroeder. He and his wife had a fully equipped studio and 

worked closely with the indigenous peoples to meld his designs 

of  modern art with their traditional fabrics, pigments, and 

technique. I learned silk screening, ceramics, block printing, 

water color, sculpting, and enameling. This early foundation 

allowed me to find my own expression of  paining and sculpting.

I dabbled with the arts in & out of  school. Near failures in 

college art courses eliminated pursuing an art career. Instead, I 

attended nursing school in San Francisco, California. 

In the early 1970s I joined Peace Corps, Afghanistan. I was 

able to travel to surrounding countries including India. I also 

returned to Ecuador. My eye was captured by various art forms, 

textiles, colors as I traveled through these foreign lands.

The 1980s brought me into the US Army, assigned to 

Frankfurt, Germany twice, Fort Riley, Kansas, and Fort Jackson, 

South Carolina.

1990s I was back home in California working at San 

Francisco Veterans Administration Medical Center and working 

in ernest with my art work, displaying in all the Bay Area Art & 

Wine festivals.

I made medical anatomical sculptures which were soon in 

various physicians’ offices.

After 25 years as a nurse, I retired to pursue my art more 

seriously. I found the perfect home, venue, and locale on the Big 

Island of  Hawaii. I won several awards at juried shows for my 

furniture art and sculptures.

2013 brought me back to California yet again. I entered the 

Veterans Home of  California, Yountville. I work at the Creative 

Arts Center aiding other Home Members with crafts, painting, 

and ceramics. It’s the perfect place for me to continue to express 

myself  through art work. 

Art is like a balm. It eases everyday tensions. It allows the 

inner self  a venue of  expression.

BECK YOUNG
Beck Young is a quiet, unassuming person who is very pleasant 

to talk with. Upon closer inspection, he has an intensity when he 

looks at you. He has devoted much of  his life as a printmaking 

artist, a form of  artistic endeavor that totally fits his personality. 

Born to two extremely talented artists, his father’s work is 

in the Smithsonian. Their work inspired him indirectly since his 

parents were divorced when he was a still very young. Some 

years later he did connect with his father. 

By the time Beck was three years old, hostilities were building 

in Europe and the family returned to California. He led a normal 

life of  school, athletics, and social activities, before attending 

the College of  Marin, then to San Jose State (on a swimming 

scholarship). 

In 1953, he entered the Army and was sent to Korea to join 

a MASH unit as a Surgical Technician. Discharged in 1956, in 

1961 he graduated from UC Berkeley (his father’s alma mater). 

Although Beck took art classes throughout his college years, 

it wasn’t until he pursued a master’s degree in printmaking 

at California State University, Long Beach, that he found 

his passion. Long Beach was one of  the top schools in that 

particular art form, and it was one that would take him through 

years of  creative fulfillment. 

Beck is always glad to have his print works displayed. 

KEVIN ZUNIGA
I am a Marine Corps veteran. While deployed on the USS 

Makin Island I found my passion for photography. Having the 

opportunity to visit different countries and experiencing different 

sights and scenes made me want to capture the beauty of  the 

world. 
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Academy of  Art University is the largest private art and design university in the nation. Founded 
in 1929, the Academy offers accredited degree programs in more than 30 areas of  study, as 
well as continuing art education, professional development, certificates, and more. Our urban 
San Francisco campus inspires students with its unique blend of  architecture, cultural diversity, 
and technology. Our hands-on industry-based curriculum is taught by art and design experts 
who maintain careers on the leading edge of  industry trends. Academy students graduate with 
strong foundations in art and design, the skills needed to succeed in the professional world, and 
an entrepreneurial spirit that sticks with them for life. For more information, visit academyart.edu 
or call 800.544.2787 (U.S. only) or 415.274.2200.

Creative Arts Center is seated in a small complex that was built in 1938 with stucco walls, red 
tile roofing and arched windows. The building is a historic landmark, part of  the second oldest 
Veterans Home in the nation. In the Lapidary room, one can cut and polish stones. Others may 
choose leather work, art classes or sculpting. There is a fully equipped Wood Shop. Members of all 
levels of  knowledge are welcomed and shown how to complete their project. The Main building has 
the Ceramic room, Art Studio, and a large, bright room with multiple work stations for crafts, model 
assembly, painting, photography, sewing, and drone maintenance. We average 600 Members per 
month coming in to work on projects. 1800 hours is the average amount of  time per month spent in 
Creative Arts. All supplies are free of charge to all Members of the Home.

The Tug McGraw Foundation’s (TMF) fStop Warrior Project supports wounded warriors’ recovery 
and transition through creative self-expression using the art of  digital photography. The fStop 
Warrior Project is offered as part of  TMF’s rehabilitation program for wounded, ill and injured 
veterans with Post Traumatic Stress (PTS) and Traumatic Brain Injuries (TBI).  The fStop Project’s 
highest priority is to enable service members and veterans to discover both vocational and 
creative aptitudes in support of  a successful life transition. 

The American Art Therapy Association (AATA) definition of  art therapy is: “Art Therapy is an 
integrative mental health and human services profession that enriches the lives of  individuals, 
families, and communities through active art-making, creative process, applied psychological 
theory, and human experience within a psychotherapeutic relationship.” Art therapy allows one 
to communicate verbally as well as non-verbally through creating art. In this process, feelings, 
emotions, fears and coping skills can be explored which can lead to healing benefits. There 
is no judgement. Art therapy is not about the final art piece produced. It is about the process 
one experiences through creating art. As an art therapist, I choose art directives based on 
clients’ needs, interests, and abilities and let them experience the art process. This often leads 
to learning more about themselves, and finding better coping skills that enhance their lives.

The Tug McGraw Foundation (TMF) was established by Major League Baseball pitcher and U.S. 
Marine Tug McGraw in 2003. The mission is to raise funds to enhance the quality of  life of  children 
and adults with brain tumors and their families. Recognizing that other areas of  brain research 
— such as traumatic brain injury and Post-Traumatic Stress — inform the science surrounding 
brain cancer, TMF has widened its scope to support advances in medical care and quality 
of  life for our nation’s battle-wounded, ill and injured service members. TMF’s headquarters 
are located at the Veterans Home of  California, Yountville, where they provide programs that 
stimulate cognitive function through exercise, nutrition and creative arts programs. 

Creative Arts Center

Veterans Home  

of California, Yountville

PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS

www.tugmcgraw.org

www.academyart.edu

www.calvet.ca.gov
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